
Welcome!

TUL671 Research Project
[image: image1.png]



TUL670 Integration Seminar is, in many ways, the “capstone” of the MATUL program. As indicated by the title, the course is designed to integrate or “fit together’ insights from the various courses in the program, as well as the rich “co-curricular” experiences that you have learned from. Budget 30 minutes or so to casually review the attached syllabus. Begin to make mental linkages with the many residents, issues, organizations, images, questions, and passions that you have made contact with over the last couple of years.   

The course will go “live” on [date] and stay open until [date]. That’s 15 weeks. During that time period, you will be able to log in to the course through the APU website (with ID and password). 

To get started in the course, go to the APU home page. Look for “Online” in the red-shaded column on the right side of the page. Click on it. Go to the “Online Course Login” and click on it. This will bring you to the Login page. Enter your student ID # (include the dashes) and your password (usually your first name with first letter capitalized); then click “Login.” This will bring you to a Welcome page. Find TUL670 and click on it. This opens the course home page. Look for Course Syllabus in the upper left hand corner. Click on the syllabus and read it very carefully. If there are any questions, please post them to me and I will clarify for everyone. 
1.  Course Structure
The course is spread over two semesters. There are five (5) “forums” (online discussions) in each term, along with four (4) substantial projects to complete. Refer to the course syllabus for project descriptions, estimated time requirements, and point values.
2.  Online Discussion

Running across each of the projects is an “Online Discussion” process. For each of the five topics in Term 1, for example, we will have a threaded discussion. Ditto for Term 2. That’s ten (10) total threads. 

Participation in these discussions is integral to the course process and constitutes a total of 20% of the final grade. I will pose a “prompt,” usually consisting of a series of questions that each student is expected to respond to. The response needs to be substantive—that is, it needs to (1) draw upon ideas from any assigned readings, joined with personal experience, and (2) respond intelligently to other students’ posts. 
Each discussion will relate to a particular project and have strict time parameters. This means that you will have to organize the course workload to complete project-related reading and/or fieldwork within the online discussion time frame. After the specified end-date, the threads will be read-only. That means you will be able to go back and read the discussions, but you won’t be able to add more posts; they will be “locked.”
This points to one of the greatest challenges in community-based learning: constructing a personal schedule for completing the various self-directed projects. By this time in the program you will have gotten good practice at this, but the research protocol in TUL670 will heighten the demand. The process itself will be a “test” of your self-motivation, time organization, and conscientiousness.

My only regret is that I am not able to be where you are, dwelling in a foreign community, confronted with the “new” at every turn, and completing each of these projects with you. My consolation is that I will learn much from you, even as you gain inspiration and insight from the first-hand experience of your classmates.

3.  Weekly Announcement

Every Monday I will send a greeting with reminders and any new information you might need. These will be posted in “Announcements” in Sakai.

4.
Class Lounge

The “Class Lounge” function in Sakai allows students to post questions that are of relevance to everyone in the class. Rather than each student emailing me, and me responding to them, student questions and instructor responses are made available to everyone. Of course, individual student issues can be managed through email correspondence.

5.
Order Texts Now!!

Also included in the course syllabus is a listing for the two required texts. Please order them today as your first online discussion and project will require them. 

Thanks,

Rich Slimbach
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