8 Signs of a Transforming Community

Reproducing, transformational communities of Jesus-followers (Jesus Communities)

A transforming urban poor community has many groups of 5-20 people who are worshipping Jesus, studying the Word, serving one another, praying, inviting others into a personal relationship with Jesus, discipling others, developing leaders, becoming change agents in their own community, and planting new communities that do the same.

Increased Civic Participation for the Common Good (Civic Good)

Civic participation means local residents are actively involved in the improvement of the community as a whole through increased volunteerism and participation in democratic processes.  For example this could include participation in neighborhood groups, actions organized by those groups, volunteer activities that served children, youth, or the elderly of the community, voter registration, etc.  When  leadership develops from within the community to serve the common good, a society emerges that can no longer be controlled by self-serving political groups.

Improved Accessibility to Life-Enhancing Education (Lifelong Learning)

While a few urban poor communities offer some educational opportunities, even the best opportunities tend to use an approach that delivers information rather than dignifies the learner and helps him/her actually improve his/her life.  A transforming community offers people affordable educational services that lend dignity to the learner, increase a person's ability to reflect on his/her life, move him/her to action and assist in career improvement.

Expanded Opportunities to Achieve Economic Sufficiency (Wealth at the Bottom)

Economic sufficiency in an urban poor community means that more and more people are integrated into the mainstream economy in the city which then gives them opportunity to provide a living for their families.  Rather than sustaining themselves on income that is “under the radar,” the urban poor must have access to the resources (capital, training, materials, etc.) of the wider marketplace.  This means not only more jobs, but more bridges to middle and upper class that create opportunities for income growth and greater productivity.

Increased Spiritual and Psychological Health and Freedom from Destructive Patterns (Push for Freedom)

A transforming community supports those who seek freedom from addictions, the occult, and other destructive patterns while they develop healthy, sustainable lifestyles that produce healthy relationships. We can apply some existing models of effective programs that help individuals into a healthy, productive lifestyle.  It will take fasting and prayer to help create the spiritual environment where those seeking change have a strong enough desire to commit to their lives to it.

Increased Family Health and Well-Being (Whole Families)

A transforming community helps families free themselves from domestic violence, sexual abuse, divorce, teen pregnancy, and other destructive patterns.  Urban poor families are going through a major paradigm shift from traditional values developed over centuries in their villages to modern urban lifestyles embraced by their children.  This produces relational breakdowns that most families do not survive.  Through support/recovery groups of every kind, family social services, and youth development, families will have a opportunity to adapt to the changing world around them.

Improved Environmental and Community Health (Health for All)

While taking the health of the individual and family seriously, a transforming community also works together to address the physical well being of the community.  Disease prevention, education and direct services that help residents reduce the spread of preventable diseases are crucial parts of an urban poor community that wants to improve the quality of life for its residents.  Addressing the environmental degradation in an urban poor community is the partner of public health.  Creating clean neighborhoods, open spaces, and healthy environments outside the home are essential elements of a sustainable community.

Presence of political, economic, and legal systems that work for the poor (Systems that Work)

Most systems that govern an urban poor community are based on power that serves a few.  A transforming community develops systems that serve those who cannot speak for themselves.  Transformed political systems seek to empower those who do not already have a voice. Transformed economic markets create opportunities for the poor entrepreneur who needs capital, materials, and good counsel. Transformed legal systems bring justice to those who cannot find it.  

