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I.  Course Description   (approx 30 to 40 words)
1. This course will build from reflections on Kingdom economic principles throughout the scriptures

2. This course will expose the students to theory, policy and practice in community based economic development and to help them read and think critically about ideas in this area of study. 
3. The candidates will be able to develop
 plan and initate small business programs as transformational mission such as: establishing revolving loan fund, micro-enterprise programs; cooperatives, and the techniques related to strategic business planning among the urban entrepreneurial poor.

II.  Expanded Course Description /Course Rationale (optional; approx 3 to 4 paragraphs)
The need to come up with strategic, sustainable and transformational poverty alleviation program for churches and faith-based organizations cannot be denied nor be met with just talks and scholarly dissertations by theologians and urban poor workers. The vicious cycle of poverty in the country must be cut to its throat and uproot the very cause of this social cancer not tomorrow but today.

This course will examine the root causes of poverty theory and practice of community economics that lead people to have poverty mentality. Candidates will be able to understand the relationship between the Redemption Mandate and Creation Mandate in fulfilling the Great Commission by re-examining  Stewardship Theology applied in Community Economic Development. 

The creation narratives of Genesis provide the essential pre-suppositions relating to God’s original design for mankind to control, have full dominion over creation, the animal, plant kingdoms, aquatic resources, and minerals derived from living and non-living things around the world. The understanding of triad of powers in society such as the Government (law-maker & law enforcer), the Marketplace (the economic influence ), and the Masses (the low-income market, cheap labor force, and the electorate) versus the Power of the Most High God manifested through the Church.

The practical part of the course will enable the candidates to  see the community through the eyes of the Redeemer by means of wholistic community needs assessment tools.  Candidates will be exposed to the models of successful community economic development programs being operated by faith-based organizations yet empowering the real target urban poor community folks. 

Critically evaluate the methods of fostering entrepreneurship and innovation, enunciate business goals and objectives and formulate strategic plans for specific small business ventures in an urban poor community context.

Candidates will be able to interpret economic indicators, read financial statements, understand basic book-keeping and banking concepts, evaluate the viability of small business ventures, recognize and develop strategies to respond to business life cycles, and formulate problem solving and decision-making strategies. 

Understand how to develop a community responsibility approach to the repayment of small business loans and develop a responsible use of funds and a high level of accountability.

The candidates will be able to write a business plan as integral mission strategy to alleviate urban poverty in an all-inclusive strategic, sustainable and transformational way.
III.  Student Learning Outcomes   (list 5 to 7 outcomes: cognitive, affective & skills)
At the end of this course students will be able to:  
Head (Understanding)
1. Gain deeper understanding of a  theology of creativity, production, stewardship
; redistribution, work and rest, ownership and other Biblical principles.
2. Understand how to study their community (Exegesis of the Community);

3. Understand the threats to and importance of community economic stability; 

4. Understand the government economic development plans and policies and local strategies to enhance self-reliance and community economic stability. 

5. Understand how different types of economic structures impact community economic stability and community self-reliance.
Hands(Praxis)
6.  Participate in the economic development of the community using the micro financing and/or cooperative models.
7. Learn the basic business building principles and use of standard tools in strategic micro-enterprise development and management.

8.  Write a basic strategic, sustainable and transformational business plan.

IV. Course Materials (4-6 Required &4-6 Recommended Texts; list author, (date) title, editions, city, publisher in APA format)
V.  Course Calendar  (Classroom Phase I, Practical (Fieldwork Phase), Classroom Phase II
)
	 Learning Activities
	Hours

	Lecture   
	15 hours



	Site Visit   
	5 hours 



	Practical Work
	10 hours



	Self-study, reading and writing   
	10 hours



	Total Hours   
	40


VI.  Learning & Assessment Activities

The course will involve a mixture of class discussion, lecture, field trips to emerging faith- based community economics model, small group discussions, handouts, documentary videos, projects, and guest speakers.  Not all reading material assigned will be discussed in class; it is the responsibility of the students to follow up with the instructor on materials on which they need further clarification.  Students will be divided into teams of 3 or 4 members each to work on discussion questions and other class activities for the semester.  

It is necessary that each student be committed to the “4 Ps” of student involvement: 

· preparation (by reading and analyzing course materials)

· presence (class attendance and attentiveness)

· promptness (on-time submission of assignments)  

· participation (passionate involvement and interaction during learning sessions) 

Cooperativeness, respect for others, volunteering to participate and sharing opinions, attentiveness and focus on learning sessions and tasks is expected. 

VII.  Expectations & Grading

VIII.  Course Policies

IX.  Course Bibliography (Selected supplemental readings in alphabetical order, book titles in italics, single space, 2nd line indented, APA format)
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Seems to be missing David Busseau and Grameen bank materials on microfinance? 
�Needs a serious component of Biblical refelction, see the MATUL website for some of this.


�Plan and Initiate – develop is too high a level for the tiem frame


�Not just stewardship


�This is a 120 hour 3 credit course, not sure if that was not communicated.  Maybe because we integrated several courses and all you saw was the first part.


�Is this the most releant for this course or more for own of the other courses


�Is this the best of de Soto in term sof the slums?


�Not realy relevant for this course
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