Master of Arts in Transformational Urban Leadership (MATUL) Program

TUL655: Advocacy and the Urban Environment (3 units)

I.  Course Description

This course explores the Biblical and practical approaches of advocacy.  It anchors this in an examination of the relations between land rights and housing issues in the slums, and broader environmental problems, including natural disasters. Fieldwork focuses on community organising, networking and advocacy for adequate housing and infrastructure services, and effective disaster response. 


II.  Relationship to rest of program

Advocacy is about God, nature, and human activity in the city. Advocacy for the poor by those with access to power, wealth or education is examined as a Biblical theme. Advocacy from among the oppressed to those who oppress involves an alternative approach utilizing the “people power” of community organization popularized by Saul Alinsky and rooted in Nehemiah.   This has been developed in the TUL 560 Community Transformation course.  It has been applied in the  Workng with the Marginalized course.  In this course  it is both expanded into advocacy practices, and narrowly focused on the issue of conflict over land rights.  

There is an underlying commitment to peacemaking in the face of violence caused by oppression. 
Theoretical Breadth: At the level of national and global development, issues particularly bearing upon the well-being of the urban poor—like ecological degradation and land rights—are increasingly being addressed through a “political ecology” approach. Not content with purely economic (poverty) and demographic (overpopulation) explanations for environmental degradation, political ecology also considers the social and political forces that, through history, have shaped resources access, the political structures that mediate control over land and property, and uneven development. “Urban ecology” and “advocacy” come together to address, both a range of environment issues (deforestation, informal settlements, water conflicts, toxic/hazardous waste, air and water pollution, noise pollution) and advocacy issues (urban planning, housing authorities slum clearance policies, land rights, environmental movements). 
Practical Focus: The critical issue in the cities relates to ownership of land or secure land tenure.  Haphazard project-based efforts to upgrade environments ultimately flounder when land is taken form the “illegal” urban poor.  This is the only graduate course we have found focused on this issue.
Style of Delivery: This is an internship, where learning is based on experiences derived form 40 hours working from an NGO engaged in land tenure, land rights, land upgrading, or low cost housing processes
III.  Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course students will be expected to

Cognitive (“Head
”)

1.1 Describe a city slum in terms of its political ecology.

1.2 Analyze models of slum housing in relation to community environmental conditions. 

1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of national urban land law and land rights/reform issues.

1.4 Distinguish between genuine land rights issues from opportunism and professional squatters.

1.5 Articulate the various legal processes in determining the status of a particular land.

1.6 Analyze the local relief context and describe the different hazard mitigation measures that can be incorporated into the disaster recovery planning process.

1.7 
1.8 
2.  Affective (“Heart”):


2.2
Demonstrates justice: considers issues and circumstances through the eyes of each one involved in or affected by them; gathers facts before coming to conclusions.

2.3
Demonstrates creativity: approaches new tasks with a sense of possibility and challenge.

3.  Skills (“Hands
”) 

3.1
Demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast slum housing in terms of location, history of development, inhabitants, government regulations, prevalence of land titles, and general environmental conditions. 

3.2
Demonstrate the ability to obtain information on land categories and tenure by interviewing government officials having jurisdiction over particular properties.

3
IV.  Proposed Activities

1. Urban housing analysis

This first assignment encourages you to work with a local NGO in their processes of mapping processes for  urban poor residential communities, using observations, interviews, while exploring the theoretical reading to understand how political ecology affects housing policy and land rights. The final product is a 10-page report, plus map and photographs (10-15), If the agency has a process work with that   If not, arrange, in pairs, for repeat visits to a large slum area that includes sub-areas which are at different stages in their development and “formalization.” They should contain housing that was developed at different times, in different ways, with different materials, for different types of occupants, and with different regulations. Their appearance can tell us much about the process of development, and also about the nature and extent of government regulation. Answer the following questions. 

1. What do local residents call the entire slum? The sub-sections within the larger slum? 

2. In which order were the different parts of this slum developed? What (Collect rich descriptions from residents of each sub-area.) 

3. Who were the key participants involved in each phase of the area’s “development”?  

4. What sorts of people (in terms of their age, ethnicity, income, housing tenure) now live in the homes built in each of these phases? 

5. What do residents consider to be two or three of the most important environment-related problems in the slum? (Probe for availability of clean water, waste disposal, industrial pollution, disease, etc.) 

6. Analyze these problems in terms of pertinent geographic, political, cultural and historical factors and events. How have these problems developed over time? Consider topography, colonial history, economic growth, land use policy, infrastructure investment, water supply, solid waste disposal (sewage infrastructure), pollution, and impacts to humans and land. 
7. How have local-level actors (e.g. the state, business, NGOs and grassroots organizations) acted in relation to the problems? How have these actions reflected varying interests? (Collecting this information will require that you conduct qualitative interviews with representatives from these actors.)

8. Analyze this data in terms of the theory of Third World political ecology and globalization, drawing on your observations, interview data, course readings, and relevant material presented in lectures. Explain how local, national and global politics affect slum life. (For example: A politicized municipal environment may present obstacles to taking action against industrial polluters. Slum dwellers may lack empowerment to take action because of dependency on the industry. National-level centralization may frustrate efforts by residents to reach and influence elected representatives. Policy maker’s may lack understanding of the local situation. Finally, globalization may limit available means to respond to industrial pollution because of the global competition and the retreat of the state. But it may also create unforeseen possibilities for the civil society to grow stronger internationally, perhaps with the possibility to create a change. 

9. Include a map (if available) of the present built-up area of the larger slums (with various sub-areas color-coded), and 4-5 photographs of each slum sub-area. 

Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2

2. Land rights, regulation, and legalization

In most indigenous societies, land holding is collective and utilization rights are temporary depending on need and actual occupation of individual plots. Migration to the city introduces poor farmers to the modernization and commodification of economic relations. They must now seek to satisfy their housing (and other) needs in a setting where access to land is extremely limited and competition for that land is fierce. Throughout the developing world large proportions of urban land have been spontaneously occupied and transformed into illegal subdivisions or squatter settle​ments. Legalization of this land is considered a precondition to successful slum upgrading programmes. Student pairs will research (a) state (government) policies regarding land ownership and tenure, (b)  management/regulation strategies in relation to squatting, informal subdivisions, and land legalization, and (c) the inter​actions between state officials, associations of slum dwellers, and NGO-based advocates. Based on class lectures and assigned readings, students will develop an interview guide of 10-15 questions. At least two government officials, having jurisdiction over a particular slum community, should be interviewed. Interview data and textual data are then integrated in to a 5-6 page, single-spaced analytic report. Supports outcomes 1.5, 3.2







· 
· 
· 
· 

V.  Components of Final Grade:

	Assignment
	Weight/ Points

	Project 1. 
Urban housing analysis

	50%

50 pts.

	Project 2.
Land rights and legalization

	20%

20 pts.

	3. Course Participation

	15%

15 pts.

	4.
Memorandum of Understanding


	15%

15 pts



	Total:
	100 pts.


Course grade calculated on a 100-point scale as follows: 

100-90 points (A);  89-80 points (B);  79-70 points (C); 69-60 pts (D)

VI.  Proposed Textbooks:

· 
· 
· Bankoff, G., Frerks, G., & Hilhorst, D. (2004). Mapping Vulnerability: Disasters, Development, and People. Earthscan Publications.

· Brueggemann, W. (1977). The land: place as gift, promise and challenge in biblical faith. Philadelphia: Fortress Press. 

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· United Nations Center for Human Settlements (UNCHS/Habitat). (1996). An urbanizing world: Global report on human settlements. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press
.

VII.  Instructor’s/Library’s Bookshelf (key reference materials for purchase)

· Armstrong, S. (2003). Environmental Ethics: Divergence and Convergence (3rd ed.). McGraw-Hill Humanities/Social Sciences/Languages.
· Daphnis, F. & Ferguson, B. (2004). Housing microfinance: A guide to practice. Kumarian Press.
· Frerks, G., & Hilhorst, D. (2004). Environment and housing in third world cities. Earthscan Publications.
· Hamdi, N. (1995). Housing without houses: Participation, flexibility, enablement. Intermediate Technology Publications. 
· Mitlin, D., & Satterthwaite, D. (2004). Empowering squatter citizen: Local government, civil society and urban poverty reduction. Earthscan Publications.
· Neumann, R. P. (2005). Making political ecology. Hodder Arnold Press.

· Peet, R., & Watts, M. (Eds.). (2004). Liberation ecologies: Environment, development, and social movements. Routledge.

· Peluso, N., & Watts, M. (Eds.). (2001). Violent environments. Cornell.

· Brueggemann, W. (2002). The land: Place as gift, promise, and challenge in Biblical faith. Fortress Press. 

· Neumann, R. (2005). Making political ecology. Hodder Arnold Press.

· Peluso, N., & Watts, M. (Eds.). (2001). Violent environments. Cornell.

· Porter, G., & Brown, J. W. (1997). Global environmental politics Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

· Smith, D.A. (1996). Third world cities in global perspective. The political economy of uneven urbanization. Westview Press.

· UN-Habitat. (2007). State of the world's cities: Global report on human settlements 2007. Earthscan.
· Wheeler, S. & Beatley, T. (Eds.). (2003). The sustainable urban development reader. Routledge.


VIII.  Outline of Topics:

Biblical themes

· The Bible’s vision of shalom and the creation as God’s household (oikos) : Humans, the world, and redemption (Romans 5:12-21; 8:19-23, 38-39; I Cor. 8:6; Phil. 2:6-11; Rom. 8; Col. 1:15-20; Eph. 1:3-14; Rev 21-22)

· Contrasting approaches to nature: (a) Traditional/Greek cosmology (Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle), (b) Renaissance/Copernicus through Kant, (c) modern/scientific, and (d) alternative/ecological

· Stewardship of creation/theology of land: land use planning, land conversion, conservation (green space), water, energy, waste disposal, transportation

· Theology to advocacy (Job, Psalms, Nehemiah, the story of Moses and both the Exodus and formation of the nation)

Land rights themes

· Global urbanization

· Urban sprawl

· Substandard, informal settlements

· Slum clearance

· Housing rights: the gradual elevation of housing from a basic human need to civil rights and entitlement demands a review of the international, national and regional instruments that lead this advocacy

· Land tenure and slum upgrading: benefits and detriments of secure vs. insecure land and housing tenure on housing, urban development and personal finance

· Housing micro-finance: principles of housing micro-finance, and the structural and institutional mechanisms that undermine conventional mortgages in Southern cities

· Housing finance: public sector provision of housing and associated land; infrastructures and utility services in Third World cities; public-private sector partnerships

· Analyzing land issues/rights in community


· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
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�Integrate into 2 -3 objectives.


�Revise into 2-more significant practical outcomes


�Redesign this as a project based on working within a housing advocacy group


�Redesign for use with an internship as Project 2


�Get the latest UN Habitat Publications


�Revise based on UNHABitat documents
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