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HISTORY

· Anglican pastors embark on capacity building to cope with urban challenges.

· 2001 some of the Anglican pastors from slums are admitted to Carlile college for training in urban certificate programme.

· 2002 seven out of them pilot the certificate programme in urban Mission.

· 2003 centre for urban mission is opened in Kibera slum

· 2003 Development of grass root training alongside the formal academic programme.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION: To see the transformation of the informal settlements through the life and ministry of the local church.

MISSION: To equip churches in transformational ministry through the training of local pastors, Evangelists and church leaders.

OBJECTIVES

· Formal training focused on pastors living and working in the slums{ Informal settlement}

· Grass root training for church leaders in the same context.

· Research in urban mission.

· Networking with urban churches and bridging the gap between the dives and the Lazarus.

· Resourcing for the centre of urban mission.
FACING THE URBAN FUTURE: REALITIES

· That Africa is the last continent to Urbanize

· 1950 10% of African population was urban.

· 2000 42.5 % of Africa was urban

· Currently Nairobi city grows by 500 new people coming in every day by way of rural to urban migration
CRITICAL QUESTIONS FOR URBAN MISSION TRAINING WITHIN THE URBAN CONTEXT {Informal Settlements}

· How is the urban church prepared to cope with this rapid urban growth?

· How do we create incarnational training for incarnational ministry?

· How do we develop a programme which has mission as its primary focus? Practice oriented.

· How do we develop training that is outcome based?

SEEING THE OPPORTUNITIES
· Cities are points of convergence, Global places of new experiences and ideas.

· Cities are the  routes for reaching unreached nations

· Global connections are bringing together people of all languages reminding us of Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost

· City dwellers are open to change, open to new ideas and experiences.

· Secularisation is on the increase in the city hence denial of God.
· Cities are centres for global mission
DISTINCTIVE ELEMENTS FOR CENTRE FOR URBAN MISSION

· Contextualisation: Our context is purely slum focused.

· Constituency : Slum pastors and church leaders

· Community : We work towards community transformation

· Collaboration: The emphasis is on networking for slum pastors and church leaders.

INTENDED OUTCOMES

· Mission to the margins that is incarnational; Encouraging slum ministry in context: John 1:14 “The word became flesh and dwelt among us”.
· Mission at the margins that is holistic leading to transformation of persons, church and community. James 2: 26 “Faith without works is a dead faith”.

· Urban mission at the margins that develops new and creative models of church. 1st Corinthians 12: 27 “Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is part of it.”

· Urban Mission at the margins that addresses the challenge of social justice. Playing a prophetic role in times of threats against slum dwellers. Psalm 11:7 “For the Lord is righteous He loves justice, upright men will see his face”
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