Powhiri (Welcome)
A Powhiri is a Maori traditional welcome of one party to the marae (Meeting house) of another party.  It contains many Biblical values that facilitate dialogue and discussion in a welcoming context.

The guests wait outside of the dedicated ground of the marae, until a call, a karakea, is heard from one of the kuyas (elder ladies of the welcoming group).  

They then approach slowly, and are faced by a symbolic challenge from one of the warriors of the welcoming tribe.  At the end of this challenge, they lay down a weapon as a symbol of coming in peace and a koha, a gift of food or contribution for the meeting.

This is followed by two to three speeches by elders on either side.  Each speech is followed by a song from that group. Speeches begin by identifying ones ancestry through identifying their God and key ancestors, to the mountain to which they are attached, and waka (canoe) in which their ancestors arrived.

All of this is followed by a hongi, a traditional greeting, touching of the noses, representing the mingling of spirits between people. 

People stay on the marae, sleeping overnight on the floor for 2-3 days.  It is a place of open dialogue, where issues are debated, no holds barred, till there is consensus.   People do not wear shoes in the marae as it is holy ground.
The meeting is closed with a poroporoake, a farewell, where the intention is for parties to leave with a sense of aroha, love. These farewell speeches often contain a lot of jokes, so that all leave with good humour.
All of these elements reflect Christian values that open dialogue, in a welcoming environment, and spirit of love, accentuated by respecting the place as a place of holy encounter, and recognising the context within the history of the peoples.

Questions: Is there a Biblical theology of sacred space?  


Are there places where the Spirit of God particularly anoints people?


Are there places that are particularly controlled by evil spirits?


Why could Jesus do miracles in some places and not in others?


If we dedicate land for a sacred purpose, does God honour that?


Does agreement to sit and come to consensus on an issue in honesty and an atmosphere of love, open the door for the work of the Spirit?


Should we remember our ancestral heritage?
